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OPINION & ANALYSIS

Title of steel hardly
rings true any more

Newcastle is blessed with
natural advantages, writes
Griff Foley.

ARECENT article in a national
newspaper referred to Newcastle as
“steel city”. I've invited the
journalist who used the term to join
me on a tour of Newcastle.

Ifhe accepts, I'll begin by walking
him from Lee Wharf around the
harbour foreshore to Nobbys and
Newcastle Beach then up through
King Edward Park and down along
Bar Beach to Merewether.

At Strzelecki Lookout we'll look
west to Blackbutt Reserve, south to
Glenrock and Awabakal reserves
and north to the wetlands of
Shortland, Hexham and Kooragang
Island.

Beyond this ring of reserves we'll

see the state forests to the west of the

city and the national parks around
Stockton Bight and Tomaree
Peninsula. We'll also get stunning
views of beaches and headlands
between Redhead Point and Fingal
Bay.

After a coffee at Swell we'll walk
around the rocks to Burwood Beach.
Along the way we'll look up at the
three coal seams in Merewether
Bluffand the old mine tunnel
through which, until 1944, trains
carried coal from Burwood No. 2
Colliery on the southern shore of
Glenrock Lagoon.

As we walk along Burwood Beach
we'll see the remains of the colliery
railway tracks and trucks and the
site where a copper smelter
operated in the mid-19th century,

‘We'll then turn inland, across the
unique wind-shaped coastal heath
and into the paric-like eucalyptus
and angophora forest. Then we'll
walk along the northern shore of
Glenrock Lagoon, through one of the
last surviving pockets of native
Australian littoral rainforest.

‘We will see wild quince and
ribbonwood, coachwood and
crabapple, native frangipani and
cheese tree, forest maple and
sandpaper fig.

By this time we'll need
refreshment so we'll drive the short
distance from Glenrock Scout Camp
to the Burwood Colliery Bowling
Club and enjoy a steak and a beer as
we look out over the Pacific.

‘Then we'll drive up to Blackbutt

HOW GREEN IS MY VALLEY: Dudley Beach and Glenrock State Recreation Area.

recreation area on March 29, 1985.
Between then and 1999 further

Hickson Street in Merewether, and
looked south across the headlands,

and spend the afternoon walking
through tall eucalypt forest. Or if it's

spring we'll go down to Awakabalto  beaches and ocean. parcels of land were transferred to
see the wildflowers. After that it will Why is Newcastle so blessed with  the park from BHP, Hunter Water
be back to the city, and a drink and reserves and parks? It is partly and private owners.
ameal in one of the restaurantsthat  because the city’s industrial history Today, Glenrock State Recreation
. look down the harbour to Nobbys. saved large swaths of land from Area is 500 hectares of bushland,
‘The next morning we'll walk housing development. Butitisalso  blending native flora and fauna with
around Shortland Wetlands and due to the efforts of local residents,  industrial heritage and a stunningly

after a coffee and a sandwich at the
cafe there the journalist will wend
his way back to Sydney.

Ican confidently predict he will
never again call Newcastle “steel
city”. Instead, like so many other
visitors, he will tell his friends he
neverrealised how beautiful

beautiful coastline. No other large
Australian city hassuch arich
ecological and recreational
resource 10 minutes’ drive from its
central business district.

Similar stories can be told about
Blackbutt Reserve, Shortland
‘Wetlands and other Newcastle parks

and far-sighted community-
government partnerships.

For example, in 1941 Newcastle
council acquired 113 hectares of
land around Glenrock Lagoon, in
response to community concern
about the damage to native bush and
fauna by vandals and timber thieves.

Newecastleis. In the 18505 and 1960s community  and reserves. In each case industrial
After two centuries of coal and groups lobbied the state government  history, constructive community

steel, and with a north coast highway  to enlarge the reserve and declareit  action and enlightened politicians

that bypasses the city, itis no astate recreation area. combined to save precious pockets

surprise that this journalist and In the 1970s locals blocked ofbushland or wetland.

other Australians are unaware of proposals for a coal loader and Newcastle is now ringed with

Newecastle's natural beauty. housing developmentinthearea.In  these jewels. On the 21st anniversary

of the creation of Glenrock State
Recreation Area it is good to note
this, and to celebrate it.

the 1980s studies conducted by
government agencies and
community groups documented the
ecological importance of Glenrock.
All this activity led to Bob Carr
declaring Glenrocka state

Even some Novocastrians do not
realise how green the city is. I know
people who have never been in
Blackbutt, or up Sugarloaf
Mountain, or stood on the hang-
glider point in Glenrock, just off

Griff Foley is convener of Merewether
Landcare.











