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Sowipg seeds of coastal regeneration
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Going native . . . Lori Hungerford and Griff Foley plant coastal wattle at Merewether.

A GROUP of Newcastle
residents are working to-
gether to turn a patch of
weed-riddled sand into a
native sanctuary.

In little more than a
year, the Merewether
Landcare  group has
grown from four to about
12, and in the process
planted more than 11,000

species of native plants on
the sand dunes between
the Merewether baths
and Dixon Park Beach.
Founding member and
retiree Griff Foley said
the idea spawned from a
simple wish for a bit of
shade. A $25,000 grant
from the Government
later, and now the group is

on a mission to stop the
degradation of the area.
This week another 1600
bushes were planted, in-
cluding coastal banksia, ro-
semary, tea-tree, wattle
and correa, and mat and
knobby club rush. They are
the front-line weapons in
their battle against “the
noxious weed of national
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significance” — bitou bush.
“That weed crushes off all
the native species. If we
leave it we will lose all our
local plants,” Mr Foley
said. “If we do nothing we
will not only drive out na-
tive plants but lose the
birds and animals.”

To join the group call Mr
Foley on 4963 7963.





