Merewether Headland Heritage Park
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Concept: a heritage park

The idea is to create a bushland park on Merewether Headland that will represent and celebrate the ecology and history of the area.  (See Newcastle UBD Map 145 G15—16 for park location.)  

The park will consolidate and extend Merewether Landcare’s on-going revegetation work in the Merewether Beach precinct.  The new work will involve further planting of local native species, construction of paths, steps and swales, viewing platforms, picnic facilities and interpretive signage.  These on-ground works will embody and model sustainability principles. 

The development and realisation of the park project will be supported by research and writing on local history and ecology and urban design.  This knowledge will be disseminated in print and on-line. 

The park will perform many functions, including: 

· providing  open space and access to nature for locals and visitors 

· linking the very popular Bathers Way to the less well-used Glenrock State Conservation Area.  Glenrock, with its unique habitat and proximity to the city is an under-utilised resource.

· educating visitors about the value of sustainability and biodiversity

· bringing economic benefits to local businesses

Background and rationale
Merewether Landcare’s Beach Revegetation Project, now in its 8th year, has through the efforts of an enthusiastic group of local volunteers and in consultation with Newcastle City Council:

· Regenerated the Merewether dunes with local native plants  

· Made substantial inroads into regenerating the area surrounding Merewether Baths

· Done more than 13,000 hours of work, with an in-kind value of over $390,000 dollars

· Planted more than 33,000 local native tubestock, with a 70+ per cent survival rate

· Restored three native vegetation communities
 on severely degraded land

· Markedly increased biodiversity from 3 local native species to 30

· Through this on-ground work, interpretive signage, a pamphlet, newspaper articles and a website (www.merewetherlandcare.com.au) increased public awareness of the role of native plants in coastal stabilisation and urban beautification

· Has been largely funded through competitive grants

Starting with four members in 2004, Merewether Landcare February 2011 has 30 active members, all of them local residents & volunteers. It has no paid staff.  It has weekly work sessions each Tuesday morning between March & December and at other times during the hot summer months.

The quality of Merewether Landcare’s work has received external recognition:

· Winner, 2010 NSW Environmental Protection Award, Keep Australia Beautiful Clean Beach Challenge

· Selected for Department of Environment graduate trainee site visit 2008
· Selected by Australian Government for its Mosaic Map of quality NRM projects— see  http://www.nrm.gov.au/projects/nsw/hcen/2006-02.html
In 2004-5 we cleared the Merewether dunes of Bitou Bush, an invasive weed of South African origin.  We then revegetated the dunes with local native plants.  Since early 2006 our regeneration work has focused on the lower slopes of Merewether Headland and the Merewether Baths carparks and picnic area.  This is a historically significant precinct. As well as being the site of the Burwood Colliery railway, the area is a significant repository of social history.  

Merewether Baths and the beach area are increasing in recreational and economic importance, as recognised by the current Merewether Plan of Management.
 A heritage park on Merewether Headland would connect with other developments referred to in this plan, including the recent Dixon Park refurbishment and the proposed development of Old Surf House site and Merewether Surf Club.

Merewether Landcare’s work to date has 

· Restored biodiversity to this severely degraded beach and headland 

· Raised awareness of the ecological and historical significance of this precinct

· Promoted sustainable and aesthetically pleasing urban design

These aims will be further realised in the proposed heritage park.

Design principles

i. Integrating natural & built environments

The heritage park project is informed by Ian McHarg’s urban design methodology.
  McHarg sees a city as a natural form shaped by people.  He maintains that if we are to design a sustainable and beautiful city, or part of a city, we need to understand its natural form—its geology, its ecology—as well as the character of its built form, and its social history.   We then need to articulate the values that are expressed in both the city’s current form and the proposed design project.  Finally, we need to work out how the values underpinning the proposed design project can be realised in its implementation.  

ii. Sustainable

The park design will embody and promote sustainability in landscaping and building.  Swales will capture and recycle stormwater runoff on the steep site.   The park will be integrated with a sustainable revamp of the Merewether Baths amenities block.  Possibilities here include stormwater and solar generated power, water tanks for showers and water recycling for toilets. 

iii. Educational

Interpretive signs, fact sheets and on-line materials will educate the public about Merewether’s social and environmental history.  Emphasis will be on interesting local stories, social change (from Indigenous place to mining community to surfing Mecca to affluent suburb) and the need to “design with nature”— to take natural processes into account in building and urban design.  The last point is particularly important, given the threats to coastal areas from overdevelopment and climate change.

Next step

We are working closely with Newcastle City Council to develop and implement the heritage park concept and design. The February 2010 Merewether Beach Reserves Public Domain Plan endorses and incorporates the heritage park concept.
 In June 2010 Merewether Landcare won a $10,000 Newcastle City Council Community Grant to fund a geo-technical survey of the park site and build a concrete path linking the site to two nearby council carparks. Merewether Landcare and Newcastle City Council are currently seeking state government funding  to complete the park design (design brief, concept and documentation; structural engineering report) and build the first stage of a boardwalk through the regenerated native flora on the park site.

For further information on this project, please contact Griff Foley or Lori Hungerford on 4963 7963 or at griff.foley@bigpond.com  

 or write to 23 Charlotte St Merewether NSW 2291.

Griff Foley

Convenor, Merewether Landcare

November 2010

� The native vegetation communities on Merewether headland are: (i) Permian Coastal Clay Grassland (ii) Permian Exposed Coastal Scrub. In 2004-5 we restored a 3rd community to the Merewether dunes: Coastal Spinifex Grassland/Coastal Wattle Heath


� Competitive grants received to January 2011 total $186,153:


Envirofund Grant No. 42084 2004-5: $25,000 for tools, equipment, toolshed, plants and educational materials (pamphlet, signage) 


Landcare Assistance Fund 2006-7: $1,500 for tools, materials and website development


Volunteer Grant 2010: $1,215 for tools & work gloves


Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority 2010-11: $8,438 for tools, work gloves, treated pine sleepers, star picket, website development


Newcastle City Council Community Grant 2010: $10,000 for a geo-technical survey of the park site and for construction of a concrete path on the park site


NSW Government Community Building Grant & Newcastle City Council: $140,000 for Merewether Heritage Park boardwalk x& viewing deck


We have also received helpful support from Newcastle City Council’s Council’s Greening Centre: treated pine sleepers, star pickets, mulch, cartage of Bitou Bush.


Volunteer Grant 2010: $1,215 for tools & work gloves


Hunter-Central Rivers Catchment Management Authority 2010-11: $8,438 for tools, work gloves, treated pine sleepers, star picket, website development


Newcastle City Council Community Grant 2010: $10,000 for a geo-technical survey of the park site and for construction of a concrete path on the park site 


We have also received helpful support from Newcastle City Council’s Council’s Greening Centre: treated pine sleepers, star pickets, mulch, cartage of Bitou Bush from site 


� Go to: � HYPERLINK "http://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/75208/Merewether_Beach_Reserves_Plan_of_Management.pdf" ��http://www.newcastle.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/75208/Merewether_Beach_Reserves_Plan_of_Management.pdf�





� Ian McHarg 1969 Design With Nature New York: Doubleday/Natural History Press


Paperback edition, 1971, especially 31ff, 55ff, 79ff, 103 ff, 153ff, 171-185


� Merewether Beach Reserves Public Domain Plan Prepared for Newcastle City Council by Jane Irwin Landscape Architects February 2010 Section 4.1.6 & Appendix C. Available on � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncc.nsw.gov.au" ��www.ncc.nsw.gov.au� —


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncc.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/100056/Merewether_Beach_Public_Domain_Plan_combined_web_V.pdf" ��http://www.ncc.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0012/100056/Merewether_Beach_Public_Domain_Plan_combined_web_V.pdf� 
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